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handbuilt panoz esperante GT-LM convertible 

makes los angeles auto show DEBUT
Brilliant Red American Roadster To Steal Hearts in LA 

Los Angeles – January 4, 2005 – Panoz Auto Development will unveil its 2005 GT-LM Convertible at the Los Angeles International Auto Show on January 4, 2005.  The new Esperante GT-LM convertible combines the remarkably composed and refined touring capabilities of the Esperante with the performance of a GT-LM racecar and excitement of top down motoring.  Panoz Auto Development, America's premier independent manufacturer of hand built, high performance automobiles, builds Esperante sports and racecars near Atlanta, Georgia.  
“Sun drenched California is the ultimate playground for the sports car driver,” said Panoz Auto Development President Dan Panoz.  “From scenic backdrops to perfect weather, its ideal for year round top-down motoring.  That’s why we chose the L.A. Auto show to unveil this car on the West Coast.  The Esperante GT-LM’s good looks and exclusivity are sure to turn heads on the sunset strip.”  

Weighing only 3,384 pounds and propelled by a supercharged 420 horsepower, all aluminum 4-cam V-8, the GT-LM convertible has a stunning 8.06 power to weight ratio.  The lightweight Esperante GT-LM can hit 62 MPH in 4.2 seconds and blaze through the quarter mile in a sizzling 12.8 seconds at 109.4 mph.  The powerful brakes stop the car in just 119 feet from 60 MPH.  

The GT-LM’s aluminum and carbon fiber chassis is the basis for the Panoz factory racecars competing in the American Le Mans Racing Series.  The rear subframe was designed with a more aggressive suspension geometry and increased structural stiffness that is also lightweight.  The tubular control arms are designed to minimize the unsprung mass for improved wheel control.  A double isolated coil-over spring/shock assembly increases performance while simultaneously improving NVH characteristics.  

 (more)

Panoz GT-LM Convertible to Turn Heads at the LA Auto Show (2/2)

The Esperante GT-LM’s stunning bodywork, which extensively uses lightweight materials, includes a revised rear spoiler and long tail bumper fascias for improved aerodynamics.  Other refinements include revised front and rear lighting with custom front and rear grills.  The interior features sport seats and a host of hand trimmed billet aluminum enhancements.  Other standard equipment includes 18-inch aluminum BBS RK wheels shod with performance rated tires and Dual-piston aluminum PBR caliper with Brembo vented rotors.  

The Esperante is available in the classic model, GT and GT-LM in both carbon fiber hardtop coupe and roadster configurations.  The Base price of the GT-LM convertible is US$121,326 while the coupe is US$128,319.  Several luxury options are available to tailor the cars to an individual’s tastes and personal requirements.  
Panoz will also display a factory carbon bodied GT-LM racecar in their booth and a unique cut away of a standard Esperante.  The cars will demonstrate the performance and technology that are part of the “Panoz lifestyle” available to customers.  

“As one of the few handcrafted vehicles in the world, the Panoz emblem has come to symbolize the level of world class performance achieved that few manufacturers can offer,” added John A. Leverett, Panoz Auto Development Director of Sales and Marketing.  “Our mission has always been to build beautiful high-performance vehicles that not only satisfy a need for speed, but also offer luxurious comfort and unparalleled exclusivity.”

About Panoz Auto Development

Panoz Auto Development is America's premier independent manufacturer of hand-built, high performance automobiles.  The Georgia-based company manufactures Esperante sports and racecars for domestic and international markets.  The competition division, Panoz Motor Sports, has a rich heritage in the ALMS, FIA GT, SCCA’s Trans-Am series and the 24 hours of LeMans.

Additional information about Panoz and its products is available at www.panozauto.com or by calling Scott Black at (214) 520-3430.  
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